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36.  BIODATA FOR NATHAN KEYFITZ 

 

August 1, 1998 

•Personal 

◦Date of birth: June 29, 1913 

◦Place of birth: Montreal, Canada 

◦Citizenship: United States 

◦Marital Status: Married 

◦Spouse: Beatrice Orkin 

◦Children: Barbara (b. 1944); Robert (b. 1947) 

•Education 

◦B.Sc. in Mathematics: McGill University (1934) 

◦Ph.D. in Sociology: University of Chicago (1952) 

◦Honorary Degrees  

■1972 M.A., Harvard University  

■1973 LL.D., University of Western Ontario  

■1984 LL.D., Université de Montréal  

■1984 LL.D., McGill University  

■1984 LL.D., University of Alberta, Edmonton  

■1991 LL.D., University of Siena, Italy  

■1993 LL.D., Carleton University, Ottawa  

■1993 LL.D., Université of Québec, Montréal  

•Professional Career  

◦1936 1956 Statistician, later Senior Research Statistician, Dominion  

◦Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa (now Statistics Canada)  

◦1959 1962 Professor, Department of Economics, Political Science and Sociology,  

◦University of Toronto  

◦1962 1963 Professor of Sociology, Université de Montréal  

◦1963 1968 Professor of Sociology, Chair 1965-1967, and Member of the  

◦Population Research and Training Center, University of Chicago  

◦1968-1972 Professor of Demography, University of California, Berkeley  

◦1972-1983 Andelot Professor of Sociology in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and of 

Demography in the Harvard School of Public Health, Chair 1978-1980, 1983- Emeritus  

◦1981-1983 Lazarus Professor of Social Demography,  

◦Ohio State University, Emeritus 1983  

◦1983 July Dec. Rosenstadt Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of 

Toronto  

◦1984-1991 Leader, Population Program, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 

(IIASA), Laxenburg, Austria  
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◦1991-1993 Senior Scholar, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Laxenburg, 

Austria  

◦1994-5 Center for Initiatives on Children, American  

◦Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge, Massachusetts  

•Other Professional Experience  

◦1948-1951 Lecturer in Sociology, Fridays, McGill University  

◦1951 Three months assignment as census advisor to Burmese Statistical Office, Rangoon  

◦1952-1953 Advisor to Indonesian Planning Bureau, Jakarta  

◦1959 Three months appointment, Instructor, Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta.  

◦1959 Census advisor, Central Statistical Office, Jerusalem  

◦1967 Board of Trustees, National Opinion Research  

◦Council (NORC), Chicago  

◦1969-1975 Editor, Theoretical Population Biology  

◦1970 June-Oct. Senior Specialist, East West Center, University of Hawaii  

◦1972 July-Aug. Consultant, Ford Foundation, Jakarta, Indonesia  

◦1973 July-Aug. Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor  

 

◦1974 May Lecturer on Population Mathematics, University of Rome  

◦1975 Sept. Lecturer, International Institute of Population Studies, Bombay  

◦1978 Lecturer, University of Moscow  

◦1982 Jan. Lecture tour of China, including Beijing, Chengdu, Guangdong  

 

◦1985 Jan-Apr Consultant, Harvard Institute for International Development, Center for Policy 

and  

◦Implementation Studies (CPIS), and Ministry of Finance, Jakarta, Indonesia; also in five winters 

(1986-1990)  

◦1985 Sept. Three lectures on mathematical demography, Moscow  

◦1985 Oct. Research Fellow, Statistics Canada  

◦1986 Commonwealth Award for Sociology  

◦1986 Nov. Guest Lecturer, University of California, Berkeley  

◦1986-1990 Editor, Mathematical Population Studies  

◦1988 April Visiting Scholar, Nihon University, Japan  

◦Professional Associations  

◦1959 Elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada  

◦1960-1961 Chair, Sociology and Anthropology Chapter, Canadian Political Science Association  

◦Chair, Social Statistics Section, American Statistical Association  

◦1962-1963 Vice President, Canadian Political Science Association  

◦1970 President, Population Association of America  

◦1971 Elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences  

◦1975- Board of Editors, Population, INED, Paris  
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◦1977- Elected to U.S. National Academy of Sciences  

◦1981- Honorary Life Member, Statistical Society of Canada  

◦1993 In recognition of work at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 

Awarded the Medal for Science, First Class, from the Austrian Government  

◦1997- Honorary Fellow, Royal Statistical Society  

◦1997 Appointed Laureate of the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (first 

American.)  

◦Information also in Marquis Who's Who, The Canadian Who's Who, Dictionary of International  


